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Treasurer’'s Report

Unrestricted Funds Summary:
$ 20,125.90 August Unrestricted Income
696.69 August Deficit
2,097.47 Year-to-Date Deficit
14,323.29 2006 Y-T-D Deficit
27,196.49 2005 Y-T-D Deficit
23,500.00 Projected October Expenses

We have made it through the summer doldrums in
relatively good shape. A look at the above shows that we
are in better financial shape now than we have been in the
past few years. Not only are we in better financial shape, we have finished a major project
that is not reflected in the above. Thanks be to God and thanks to you for your generous
support of St. Mark’s!

More on Tithing (with thanks to the Archdiocese of St. Louis)

You may ask, “Is it really such a horrible thing if | decide not to work towards giving a full
tithe back to God?” Although the Church and the world it serves may suffer when
Christians decide to take care of their own needs before giving back to God, ultimately what
will suffer most will be your relationship with your God. Remember, it is God who asks for
the tithe. It is God who blessed you with gifts to share. It is God who will one day ask for
an accounting of how well you shared your gifts with others.

“Will a man rob God? Yet you robe me. But you ask, ‘How do we rob you?’ In tithes
and offerings. You are under a curse — the whole nation of you — because you are robbing
me. Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test
me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if | will not throw open the floodgates of
heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.” Malachi
3:8-10

Tithing truly does take great faith. Simply place your trust in God. If you wait until you
feel that you are financially comfortable you will never take the step. The commercialism of
our society works to convince us that we never have enough. No matter how much we
have, there is always something else we will want. If you are ever going to tithe, you will
have to step back from your endless list of wants and believe that our generous and
abundant God will always provide you with all that you need and even with enough to give
back a generous share.

If you want more joy, more peace, more contentment and more balance in your life,
tithe!!! Take God up on His challenge. You'll be pleasantly surprised. Once again, thanks
for your wonderful support of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church.

David Hurlbut, Treasurer

“He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all — how will he not also,
along with him, graciously give us all things?”
Romans 8:32
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