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Treasurer's Report

Unrestricted Funds Summary:
$ 25,524.69 March Unrestricted Income
3,623.47 March Net Surplus
1,243.18 Year-to-Date Deficit
3,217.66 2007 Deficit
9,711.54 2006 Deficit ﬂ,;;ff/”
26,000.00 Projected May Expenses Hearmed to ithe my shoel”

Our financial picture is improving. Thanks be to God! Let's keep moving forward.
Reaping What You Sow with thanks to The Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod

Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will
also reap generously (2 Corinthians 9:6). Gardens will be turning green this month as new plants spring
from the ground and begin the process of producing fruits, vegetables and flowers. If you have ever
planted hills of seeds, like beans or cucumbers, you probably know how true these words of Paul are.
Plant only one or perhaps two seeds in each hill and you will not have the same results that you would
have if you had planted four or more seeds in each hill. Of course, Paul was not writing about gardening
but rather about a special offering to help the saints in Jerusalem and Judea who were suffering from a
severe famine. Some may take this passage to mean that it is our motivation for giving. Those folks
might even be so bold as to say that if you are stingy in your giving, you will be poorer for it, but if you
are generous in your giving you will be even wealthier. But this verse does not state the motivation for
giving but simply refers to information and instruction that we know to be true from experience and
observation.

The true motivation for Christian giving is found in 2 Corinthians 9:8, “And God is able to make all
grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every
good work.” God'’s grace in Jesus Christ is the motivation for our Christian giving. Jesus has done for
us what we could never do for ourselves — saved us from sin, death and everlasting condemnation. Our
spiritual needs are fully taken care of in Christ, but what about our physical needs? This passage
speaks to that as well when it indicates that God also takes care of our physical needs so that in all
things at all times we will have all that we need so that we can abound in every good work.

God provides all that we need for our spiritual and physical welfare and he does it lavishly so that we
can abound in every good work. Paul brings the truth of Christian giving home, “Each man should give
what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). Christian giving is primarily a spiritual issue, not a financial one. We children
of God answer the question, “what do | believe God is calling me to give?” Then we respond freely and
generously, not because the church or any other Christian cause needs our money, but because we
believe in our hearts that our giving is a consecrated response. The joy that we reap from such free and
generous giving is something that brings a special sweetness to our lives that no one can ever take
away from us.

Thanks once again for your generous support of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church.
David Hurlbut, Treasurer
“He, who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all —

Will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?”
Romans 8:32
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