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Treasurer’'s Report

Unrestricted Funds Summary:
$ 20,703.54 May Unrestricted Income
3,289.48 May Surplus
3,248.15 Year-to-Date Surplus
7,053.01 2006 Y-T-D Deficit
7,941.87 2005 Y-T-D Deficit
22,000.00 Projected July Expenses

Thanks be to God. And thanks to each of you. Look at the above figures. We have erased our
year-to-date deficit and have a surplus going into the summer months — a much-needed surplus to
get us through summer. We still have that pesky deficit carry-forward (slightly less than $10,000) to
tackle, but | am confident that we’ll be able to erase that also before the year is finished. Once that is
behind us, we will be current with all of our monthly financial obligations. This is easily within our
reach because we of St. Mark’s can do all things through Christ who strengthens us. Thank you for
continuing your growth in faith giving. Thanks be to God.

I've had a request to repeat a topic on “things” so here goes. A re-run. Itis the season of re-runs,
isn't it? The original topic comes from Ron Blue (Generous Living, 1970).

Are we too obsessed with things? Are we too consumed with greed for “things” that don't really
matter? Do we measure our success with a “thingometer?” Do we wish to sit on a luxurious and
very expensive thing, almost hidden by a large number of other things? Is this what we want?

Things to sit on, things to sit at, things to cook on, things to eat from, all shiny and new. Things,
things, things. Things to clean with and things to wash with and things to clean and things to wash.
And things to amuse, and things to give pleasure and things to watch and things to play.

Things for the long, hot summer and things for the short, cold winter. Things for the big thing in
which they live and things for the garden and things for the lounge and things for the kitchen and
things for the bedroom. And things on four wheels and things on two wheels and things to put on top
of the four wheels and things to pull behind the four wheels and things to add to the interior of the
thing on four wheels.

Things, things, things. And there we are, smiling and pleased as punch with things, thinking of
more things to add to things. Secure in our castle of things.

Our things can’t last. They're going to pass. There’s going to be an end to them. Oh, maybe an
error in judgment, maybe a temporary loss of concentration. Or maybe they'll just be passed off to
the secondhand thing dealer. Or maybe they'll wind up a mass of mangled metal being towed off to
the thing yard.

And what about the things in your house? Well, it's time for bed. Put out the cat, make sure you
lock the door so some thing-taker doesn’'t come and take your things. And that's the way life goes,
doesn't it?

And someday, when you die, they only put one thing in the box. You.

Let's remember that all we possess is truly a gift from God, and we should not be obsessed with
accumulating “things” instead of sharing our bounty for the work of the Lord. Our weekly giving
through our tithes and offerings is what keeps the mission of St. Mark’s alive and well. Thanks again
for sharing your blessings from God.

David Hurlbut, Treasurer
“Give and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down,

shaken together and running over will be poured into your lap....”
Luke 6:38
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