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Treasurer’'s Report

Unrestricted Funds Summary:
$ 22,406.67 November Unrestricted Income
595.61 November Net Deficit
6,815.72 Year-to-Date Deficit
9,712.96 2006 Y-T-D Deficit
30,200.61 2005 Y-T-D Deficit
22,000.00 Projected January Expenses

Thanks be to God and thanks to you for your generous support of St. Mark’s! As you can see
from the above, we are well ahead of where we have been the previous two years.

Post-Christmas Stewardship (with thanks to Rev. Joel A. Brondos, St. Paul Lutheran Church and
School, Brookfield, Illinois)

Mary and Joseph came to the temple after Jesus was born to offer a sacrifice according to the
Law (Lev 12:6-8). St. Luke makes note that Mary and Joseph brought a pair of turtledoves or two
young pigeons. This is significant. It means that Mary and Joseph could not afford the cost of a
lamb. Instead, they offered a pair of pigeons which was permitted by the Law to those who were
poor. Our Lord Jesus Christ wasn’t born into a wealthy family. Even though they could not scrape
together much (the wise men had not yet arrived with expensive gifts), they still gave something.
Pigeons aren't that much, but they are something.

It happens among Christ’'s people from time to time that they would like to give offerings like the
Magi who brought gold, frankincense and myrrh. They would like to give large gifts which seem most
appropriate for a great and almighty Lord God. But when they cannot give very much and when they
are hard-pressed financially, they end up giving nothing at all. Through the apostle Paul, the Lord
reminds us that he does not demand huge gifts from us. We read in 2 Corinthians 8:12, “For if the
willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he does
not have.”

We have numerous examples throughout the New Testament, such as Mark 12:42-44, “But a
poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a fraction of a penny... | tell you
the truth, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. They all gave out of their
wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything — all that she had to live on.”

The widow didn’t have much, but she gave, rather than giving nothing at all.

Similarly, there is the young lad who only had a few fish and loaves. “How can so little feed so
many?” But Christ took that small lunch and fed thousands. He can do the same with small gifts
today.

Offerings are an act of faith. When we give from what the Lord has given us, it shows that we
trust Him to supply what we need. If we don't have much, $100 to us may be comparable to $10,000
for someone who has much. Perhaps a small gift from one who is struggling financially may be
putting in more than those who put in large amounts.

Take a moment and look up 2 Corinthians 8:1-5 or 1 Timothy 6:17. Do not consider your poverty
but rather how your cup overflows with the riches of Christ.

May we all have the courage and the self-control to live as good stewards of all God's many
blessings. Once again, thanks for your wonderful support of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church.

David Hurlbut, Treasurer

“It is more blessed to give than to receive.”
Acts 20:35
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